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PHIL. iii. 9. 

And be ſound in him, not having mine 
own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith. 


HE various diſpenſations of 
providence, in which the di- 
vine ſovereignty is diſfplay'd, 
| are all attended with inſtances 
of the vanity and uncertainty of human 
proſpect, as to what concerns this pre- 
ſent ſtate. We are ſometimes ready to 
conclude, after having been toſs d with 
a tempeſt, that we are not far from our 
deſired haven, but, on a ſudden, are dri- 
ven back again, and have new difficul- 
ties to conflict with. It is but a few 
weeks ago ſince we were preſent at a 
ſolemnity in this place, which we hoped 
would have nies in a laſting ſettlement ; 
A 2 bur 
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but the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things' has 
order'd it otherwiſe, and occaſion'd a ſo- 
lemnity of a very different nature, in 
which you, of this ſociety, appear as 
ſheep having no ſhepherd. Thus voice, 
or hand of God, is certainly to be im- 
proved ; and,, in order thereto, I have 
choſen to inſiſt on the words read to you; 
in which the Apoſtle, having before ta- 
ken an eſtimate of ſeveral things that 
might tend to advance his character, ſets 
them all aſide, and counts them loſs, or 
droſs, and dung, in compariſon of that, 
which he reckon'd to be of the higheſt 
advantage and importance to attain, and 
that is what we have in the words of our 
text, That I may be found in bim, not 
having mine own righteouſneſs, &c. as 
though he ſhould fay, It I, who have 
made a ſplendid profeſſion of Chriſt and 
his goſpel, ſhould miſcarry at laſt, how 
deplorable would my condition be ! Ir is 
poſſible for a perſon to preach Chriſt, 
and not to experience his ſpecial and 
diſtinguiſhing grace: I am not ſafe be- 
cauſe I am a miniſter, but my ſafety 
conſiſts in my relation to the bleſſed 
Jeſus; therefore may I be found, li- 
ving and dying, in him. Tis a matter 
of the greateſt moment for us to think 


before hand how we are like to be 
found 


the Reverend Mr. TI xGET. 5 
found by Chriſt, the Judge of quick and 


The words ſuppoſe that he delays 
his coming, while the day of his patience 
is lengthen' d out, and his people have 
an opportunity to ſerve his intereſt; but 
he expects that they ſhould improve the 
talents and advantages, which they re- 
ceive, to his glory, and therefore he is 
conſider d as a Judge that will come, and 
call every one to an account: this he 
does, in * reſpects, in this world; he 
executes judgment when he appears in, 
ſome diſtreſſing providences, or when he 
awakens our conſciences, and fills them 
with the dread of his wrath; but this is 
not done with that ſolemnity, or in that 
publick manner, as his judging the quick 
and dead ſhall be performed in the great 
day; therefore we ought to be ſolicitous 
how we are like to be found when 
ſummon'd to leave the world, and to 
| ſtand before his tribunal, which ſum- 
mons is ſometimes given without warn- 
ing before hand; and whenever it is iſ- 
ſued forth, it muſt be obey'd. Some- 
times he is repreſented as coming like a 
thief in the night, to the end that we 
ſhould be always watchful; and there- 
fore it behoves us often to ſay to our 
ſelves, Are we in ſuch a frame that we 

Can, 


* 
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can, without ſhrinking, or giving back, 
entertain the call of God to quit our 
preſent ſtation, and remove from our 
earthly tabernacle? Or in what frame 
will the great Judge of all find us? What 
is our ſtate? Is it a ſtate of open rebel- 
lion againſt him? Are we ſtretching out 
our hands againſt God, and ſtrengthen- 
ing our ſelves againſt the Almighty ? Do 
we deſpiſe his warnings, or caſt con- 
tempt on his grace? Are we wicked and 
floathful ſervants, walking as though we 
had nothing to do for God in the world ? 
Or do we engage in his work with the 
greateſt diligence and delight? Have we 
reſpect to all his commandments ? And 
do we make religion our great buſineſs, 
account it the only valuable employment 
of life, and the glory of God, as it were, - 
the center to which all our actions tend ? 
And is it our conſtant deſire to converſe 
with him, and receive ſome intimations 
of his ſpecial love to us ? 

Theſe words may alſo be confider'd, 
as applicable to miniſters; and accord- 


- ingly we may ſuppoſe the Apoſtle ſpeak- 


ing to this purpoſe : God has employ'd 
me in a great work; how ſhall I be found? 


Shall I be found amongſt thoſe that walk 


in craftineſs, or handle the word of God 
deceitfully? Shall I be found among the 
| num- 
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number of thoſe who preach nor Chriſt; . 
but themſelves ? Shall I be found 

thoſe who ſhun to declare the whole 
counſel of God, and are not much con- 
cern'd whether they do good to ſouls or 
no, provided they may have their good opi- 
nion ? This ſuppoſes a perſon enquiring ; 
what doctrines have I deliver d? Are 
they ſuch as tend to advance the glory 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and how have I deli- 
ver d them? Has it been with a beco- 
ming zeal for his honour? And have Ibeen 
always ſenſible of my need of aſſiſtance 
from him? And have I experienced much 
of his preſence in all my miniſtrations? 
Have I reckon'd my ſelf as his ſervant, 
to be employ'd by him at his pleaſure, 
and accounted this my glory ? And have 
J had any ſecret teſtimonies from his 
hand, that though, with many infirmi- 
ties, yet I have obtained mercy from him 
to be faithful? 

Thus we may ſuppoſe the Apoſtle 
Paul, as thoughtful before hand how he 
was like to be found in the diſcharge of 
his miniſterial work, and deſiring al- 
ways to behave himſelf in it, as that he 
ſhould not be afraid to meet the bleſſed 
Jeſus, when called out of the world; 
accordingly, he deſires to be found in him, 
not having his own righteouſneſs, &c. Gi 

The 
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The Method in which I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe words, ſhall be contained in the 
following Propoſitions. 4 


I. It is a moſt deſirable thing to be 
found in Chriſt. ** 

II. They who ſhall be ſo found are 
righteous perſons, or have an inhe- 
rent righteouſneſs, which is called 
their own, which has in it a very 
great excellency. 

III. How excellent ſoever it be, yet it 

+ muſt be renounced, and ſet aſide, in 
the matter of our juſtification before 
God. $9 

IV. That which ſupplies the defect 
thereof is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 

V. This righteouſneſs of Chriſt will 

afford no comfort or peace, unleſs it 
be apprehended by faith. 

VI. When 'tis thus r ee by us, 
then we may comfortably conclude 
that we ſhall be found in him, or 
found of him, in peace. 


Theſe Propoſitions contain the ſenſe of 
the words of our text, and we ſhall con- 
fider them in particular. 


I. Tis a moſt defirable thing to be 
found in Chriſt, that is, to be r 
| ſtand- 
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ſtanding in a ſpecial relation to, intereſt- 
ed in, and approved by him. To be in 
Chrift, implies a great deal more than 
barely to be inſtructed aright in the do- 
ctrines of the goſpel ; or to bear the Chri- 
ſtian name, as the word is ſometimes uſed, 
when applied to whole churches, who 
are ſaid to be in him; therefore he doth 
not intend hereby only an adherence to 
the Chriſtian doEtrine, as b eee to the 
ceremonial law, which, if we ſuppoſe 
the following words to contain an expli- 
cation of it, will be farther .confider'd 
under our next Head. It is certain, ma- 
ny know Chriſt, according as he is re- 
vealed in his word, who have no right 
and title to eternal life; therefore there 


ts ſomething more than this included in 


that expreſhon. Now there is a being in 
Chriſt, by what ſome call a myſtical 
union, or implantation. This is illu- 

ſtrated by the union between the root 
and branches, whereby the branch re- 
ceives life, and bears fruit, by virtue of 
what it has communicated to it from the 
root: thus we live unto God by the ſpi- 
ritual and divine influences, which we 
receive from Chriſt, the ſpring and foun- 
rain of all good actions, 


a Gal. i, 22, 1 Theſſ. ii. 14. John xv. I, 2. 
B Again, 
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Again, there is a being in Chriſt as out 
federal Head, as he is ſaid to be the Re- 
preſentative of all his elect; and, in that 
reſpect, they are all in him, intruſted in 
his hand, and are, or ſhall be, made par- 
takers of thoſe bleſſings which he has 
purchaſed for them, which ſome call, 
ſpeaking agreeably to the 1 uſed in 
ſcripture *, a conjugal relation to him. 
Others conſider him as herein oppoſed to 
the firſt Adam, the federal, as well as 
natural Head of all his poſterity; ſo 
Chriſt, the ſecond man, the Lord from 
heaven *, is the Head of all his ſpiritual 
ſeed, who are, in this reſpect, united to 
him. | 

Taking the words, in both theſe ſenſes, 
to be in Chriſt, has ſeveral bleſſed conſe- 
quences attending it, namely, ſuch are 
ſaid to live by him, and their liſe to be hid 
with Chriſt in God ©; they depend upon 


him for all ſupplies, and of his fulneſs re- 


cerve grace for grace. To be in him is 
to be born from above, to be begotten 
again to a lively hope by his reſurrection *, 
and to have communion with him : thus, 


2 Ifai, liv. 5. Jer. iii. 14. Rev, xix. 7. Spiritual pri- 
vileges, which are ſaid in ſcripture to belong to the 
church in general, are applicable to its particular members, 
ſo far as their capacities and circumſtances will admit of. 
d 1 Cor. xv. 47. © Col, ui, 3. 4 John i. 16. 


es, 5 8 c 
ays 
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ſays the Apoſtle, may I be found; may I 
ſo live, that I may be among thoſe who 
converſe with Chriſt here, that, when he 
appears, I may live for ever with him 
hereafter. 

I might have conſider'd, under this head, 
that we read, in ſcripture, ſometimes of 
Chriſt's dwelling in the heart *. This he 
does by his Spirit, when he exerts divine 
power, and cauſes the dead to hear his 
voice and live; God is ſaid to be where 
he acts; ſo the preſence of Chriſt, by his 
Spirit in the hearts of believers, conſiſts 
in the powerful influence exerted by him, 
whereby he works in them that which is 
well pleaſing in his ſight; and accord- 
ingly they are called *, the temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which God himſelf has built, 
and which is to be conſecrated to his 
ſervice. On the other hand, ſometimes 
they are ſaid to be united to Chriſt by 
faith, which is to be taken in a ſenſe 
different from the former ; Chriſt dwells 
in us by his Spirit, and hereby works 
and excites faith; and we are united to 
him by faich, when, by this grace, we 
lay hold of and live upon him; when 
we derive virtue from him our Head. 
This 1s one thing intended, in what the 


© Eph, ili. 17. 1 John iii. 244 ® x Cor. iii, 16, 17. 


B 2 | Apoſtle 
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. Apoſtle ſays, when he deſires to be found 
in Chriſt ; which leads us to conſider, 


II. They who ſhall be found in Chriſt 
are righteous perſons, or have an inhe- 
rent righteouſneſs which is called their 
own, -which has a. peculiar glory and 
excellency in it. Here we ſpeak of a 
righteouſneſs which is not to be account- 
ed the foundation of our right and title 
to eternal life; not ſuch as will afford us 
a ſufficient plea at the bar of God, as the 
ground upon which we expect to be 
owned and publickly acquited by him, 
and as the conſequence thereof, to live 
for ever with him: but by it we under- 
ſtand; an univerſal holineſs of heart 
and life, which the Apoſtle calls his own 
righteouſneſs, and oppoſes it to that 
which he looked for by faith, in Chriſt. 

For the underſtanding of this, ler it 
be conſidered ; that though he calls it 4 
righteouſneſs which is of the lau, he doth 
notintend hereby barely or principallyhis 
former obſervance of the inſtitutions of 
the ceremonial law; it is true he ſpeaks 
of himſelf in Yer. 5. as circumciſed the 
erghth day, &c. and as touching the law, a 
Fhariſee; and it is more than proba- 
ble, that he was as tenacious of the leſs 
weighty matters of the law, as our 3 

calls 
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calls them, as any that went under that 
+ rw are re faid to have been ; bur 
it muſt alſo be confidered that the Phari- 
ſees made high pretenſions to holineſs, 
and therefore appeared to the world to 
have a great regard to the moral law, and 
accordingly the Apoſtle reckons himſelf 
herein not to have been inferior to any of 
them, when he ſays, Yer. 6. touching the 
righteouſneſs which is in the law he was 
blameleſs; and to this let me add, that he 
doth not only intend by his own righte+ 
ouſneſs an ignorant hypocritical preten- 
tion made to religion, wyh' a deſign to 
gain the eſteem and applauſe of the world; 
fince that is inconſiſtent with the beau- 
tiful gradation whereby he proceeds from 
things leſs excellent to, thoſe that were 
more ſo, when he ſays, Ver. 8. yea, doubtleſs, 
and ] count all things but loſs for the excel. 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Feſus, and 
when comparing them with Chriſt and 
his righteouſneſs, ſpeaks diminutively of 
them: now it would detract very _— 
from the beauty of the Apoltle's wa 

ſpeaking, it we ſuppoſe nothing 42 10 is 
intended hereby than that Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs is much more excellent than 
thoſe moral virtues which the Phariſees 


2 Matt. xxl. 23. 
Pre- 


14 A SERMON on the Death of 


pretended to, or were poſſeſſed of. If it 
be ſaid that this is an undoubted truth: 
I will alfo take leave to add that it is as 
great a truth that his righteouſneſs is in- 
finitely preferable to the higheſt attain- 
ments which the apoſtle had arrived to as 
a chriſtian; and was alſo conducive to an- 
ſwer the end intended thereby, to wit, our 
juſtification in. the ſight of God. There- 
fore though I don't deny that the Apo- 
ſtle renounces or excludes any degree of 
moral virtue, or other righteouſneſs con- 
fiſting in his obſervance of the ceremo- 
nial law, from being the matter of his 
Juſtification, yet I humbly conceive that 
he means by his own righteouſneſs, ſome- 
thing, which he alſo ſets aſide as to this 
matter, that had in it a greater degree of 
excellency, which is that which we call 
univerſal holineſs of heart and life; in- 
cluding init a qualification and diſpoſition 
to exerciſe all thoſe graces which have in 
them ſuch an excellency that cannot be 
ſufficiently valued. 

Every thing that hath the marks and 
characters of the divine power and good- 
neſs in it, is proportionably excellent: 
but this is eminently ſo, in as much as it 
is * called our being made partakers of 8 


di- 
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divine nature; it is the principal part of 
the image of God in Man *, and therefore 
the greateſt ornament next to Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, to which it is oppoſed, that 
we can have in this world ; upon the ac- 
count hereof it is ſaid concerning the 
church, the king's daughter, that ſhe is 
all glorious within, and it is this that 
makes the righteous man more excellent in 
himſelf than his neighbour ©, 

When we conſider believers as having 
a principle of ſpiritual life implanted in 
them, this principle excited, and they ena- 
bled to live toGodand converſe with him ; 
when they live above and are daily train- 
ing up for/Glory, and are ſaid to be made 
kings and prieſts to God, enabled to ſub- 
due their corruptions, maintain a perpe- 
tual conflict with their ſpiritual enemies, 
and conſecrate themſelves and all their 
ſervices unto his glory; this they are to 
ſer a great value upon, and bleſs God for; 
who is the author, though they are the 
immediate ſubjects thereof, upon which 
account it is called their own. | 

And we may take a farther eſtimate of 
its excellency, in as much as it is neceſſa- 


£ a Eph, 1 Iv. 24. Col. 1 iii. 10. b Pal, xlv. I 3» c Prov. xil. 
If, Bev. i. 6. Thi 
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ry to, and inſeparably connected with 
falvation; and fo, though it be oppoſed, 
and infinitely inferior to Chrift's, righte- 
ouſneſs, yet one is not more neceffary 
hereunto than the other. To fay a per- 
ſon deſtitute of a principle of grace may 
be faved, or that one, who is running 
on in all exceſs of riot, may have hope; 
is to caſt the greateſt contempt on the 
goſpel, and to ſpeak very unbecoming a 
Chriſtian; therefore we ſuppoſe + An 
every one who is found in Chrift, or is 
hike to be found in him, has a righteouſ- 
neſs, is a holy man, walks with God; 
and makes his glory his higheſt end in all 
things; which leads us to confider, 


III. How excellent ſoever this righte- 
ouſneſs is, it muſt be fet aſide in the 
matter of our juſtification. The Apoſtle 
ſeems to depreciate that which we have 
before conſidered as an ineſtimable pri- 
vilege ; but he does it only, in this re- 
ſpect, as it concerns our being juſtified in 
the ſight of God, as put in the room of, 
or confider'd as co-ordinate with Chriſt's : 
But take it in any other view, and the 
ſame Apoſtle ſets the higheſt value upon 
it; nothing can be more expreſs x 90 
what he aſſerts concerning the — 
| 0 
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bf holineſs, without which, he ſays, no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord *; and when his 
enemies, at any time, attempted to wea- 
ken his hands, by inſinuating as though 
ſome doctrines he delivered led to li- 
centiouſneſs; or when they pretended 
that men, from thence, might take oc- 
caſion to do evil that good might come, he 
charges it on his accuſers, as a malicious 
flander *; and when they object againſt 
him, as though he handled the doctrine 
of juſtification by faith, in fach a way; 
as that hereby he mad? void the lau, he 
not only denies the charge, but ſhews 
that it led directly to the contrary, or 
tended to etabliſp it ©; therefore none can 
ſuppoſe that, in our text, he advances 
any thing that tends to leſſen our eſteem 
of univerſal holineſs, when he ſays, ler 
me be found in him, not having mine own . 
righteouſneſs, whereby he does not meanz 
let me be found by him an unholy man, as 
though it had been of no concern to him 
whether he was found walking with God 
or no: but he means this; when he calls 
me hence, let me not be dealt with ac- 
cording to the tenor of my own righte- 
ouſneſs; not having our own righteouſ- 
neſs, is as much as to ſay, not inſiſting 


5 Heb, xii, 14 Rom. iti, 8, © Chap, ilk. 3. 
C on 


\ 
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on it, as that on the account whereof 
we hope to be juſtified in the ſight of 
God. Obferve, it is one thing for God 
to own the graces he has implanted, 
which he certainly doth z for whatever 
workmanſhip of God we behold, either 
in nature or grace, it muſt be conſider'd 
as good, and, as ſuch, is the object of his 
approbation: but we are now {ſpeaking of 
a perſon's being accepted for his works, 
that is juſtified, or his fins pardon'd, for 
the fake of his righteouſneſs ; and, in that 
reſpect, the Apoſtle ſets it aſide altoge- 
ther, which is as though he ſhould fay ; 
how glorious and excellent ſoever the 
work be which God hath wrought in 
me, yet I cannot think of being dealt 
with according to what I have found in 
my ſelf. Now the reaſon of this is, be- 
cauſe our beſt performances have nothing 
in them that can merit any bleſſing at 
the hand of God, inaſmuch as they are 
not our own, but his, who worketh in 
us both to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure; therefore it is a very prepoſte- 
rous thing to ſuppoſe that we merit any 
thing by paying a juſt debt, which we 
are enabled to pay, by him, to whom it 
was due. 

Moreover, we cannot expect to come 
off clear at the bar of God, becauſe of 

| our 
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our own works, inaſmuch as there is a 
mixture and tincture of fin in them, they 
are, at beſt, but like gold, that has more 
droſs in it than pure metal; there is a 
great deal of corruption adhering to 
grace, which is a reproach and defile- 
ment to it; upon 1 account the Pſal- 
miſt ſays, Tf thou, pF rs mark 
iniquities, O yo who ſhall tand? And 
enter not into judgment 4 thy ſervant, 
for in thy fight ſhall no man living be juſti- 
fied *, When we conſider what diſhonour 
we bring to God, even while we are en- 
aged in the beſt duties; and not only. 
— we rebelled againſt him before we 
were called by his grace, but alſo how 
treacherous and perverſe our hearts have 
been; ſince then, we muſt certainly con- 
clinky; that this is not ſuch a facrifice 
that we may offer to God, as the foun- 
dation of the acceptance of our perſons 
in his ſight, | 
Once, indeed, man, when in a ſtate 
of innocency, had a finleſs righteouſneſs, 
in which, he ſtood guiltleſs before God, 
which, though it was infinitely leſs glo- 
rious. chan that which is wrought out by 
Chriſt for us, yet it was perfect in its 
kind, and not only adapred to the ſtate 


e Plal, cxxx. 3. ; b Pal, cxliii. 2. 
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in which he was; but it was ſuch in 


* which the juſtice of God found no ble- 


miſh, and therefore he had, at leaſt, a 
right to impunity founded thereon ; and, 


Had he perfiſted in his integrity till the 


time of his probation was over, it might 
have been pleaded as what would have 
given him a right to eternal life, ac- 
cording to the tenour of the firſt cove- 
nant, which he was under : But this he 
has irrecoverably loſt ; and therefore, if 
he ſeeks a juſtifying righteouſneſs in him- 
ſelf, he will be miſerably diſappointed ; 
for were it poſſible for us to attain to a 
perfection of ſanctification, for the fu- 
rure, in this life, this would not atone 


for, or diſcharge us from, the guilt of paſt 


crimes : but, alas! we come ſo far ſhort 
of perfection, that it may truly be faid, 
that there is not a juſt man upon earth, 
that doth good, and finneth not, viz. not 
only after he has done this good, but, in 
many reſpects, while he is doing it. Not 
but that there is a viſible difference be- 
tween good and bad actions; but yet, if 
we conſider the defects that attend our 
good actions, as to the degree thereof, 
and how we oftentimes offend as to the 
manner of performing them, or our end 


2 Eccleſ, vii, 20, 
mY therein, 


» 


there nd what remainders of cor- 
rupti ere are in the beſt of men, 
whi | s, ſullies, and defiles the ve- 
ry principle of action, inaſmuch as we 


are renew d but in part; it will certainly 
follow from hence, that whatever we do, 
it is far from being a ſufficient plea in 
the ſight of a holy God, in order to our 
obtaining that right to eternal life, which 
is confer d in juſtification. In this ſenſe 
it is that the Apoſtle ſets aſide, or deſires 
not to be found, having his own righte- 
ouſneſs; which leads us to conſider, 


IV. That which ſupplies this defect, 
is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. When the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, let me not be found, 
having mine own righteouſneſs, or that 
he deſired not to be dealt with according 
to what he was in himſelf, he adds; ler 
the whole affair of my juſtification, or diſ- 
charge from guilt and condemnation, be 
founded on Chriſt's righteouſneſs. Here 
we muſt confider that it is neceſſary for 
us to have ſomething to plead, which 
God can in honour accept of, as a res 
of redemption, upon the account where- 
of we may be juſtified ; and fince nothing 
done by us, or wrought in us, can be 


deemed ſo, it is to be ſought elſewhere ; 
an 
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and the Apoſtle tells us where i it Is, to be 


found, namely in Chriſt. - 


-Hete we muſt conclude 1 God has 
appointed our Lord Jeſus Chr iſt to be the 
propitiation for ſin, he hath called him to 
engage in this great work of ſatisfying for 
that debt which we had contracted; and 
being called to it, he willingly took the 
work upon him, he was nat rebellious. 
And upon his engaging to perform it, God 
the Father promiſed in the eternal tranſ- 
action between them both, that he ſhould 
be crowned with glory and honour, which 
ſhould not only be perſonal, but relative, 
and ſo redound to the advantage of his 
people, or that he ſhould have à ſeed to 
ſerve him, which ſhould be, to all eternity, 
monuments erected to his praiſe, who 
loved them, and waſhed them from their 
fins, in his own blood. And in ſubſervien- 
cy hereunto, God the Father engaged by 
promiſe that he ſhould have a human na- 
ture prepared, curiouſſy framed in ſuch a 
way, as that it ſhould be freed from the 
leaſt tincture of ſin, for fuch an High 
Prieft became us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
undefiled, ſeparate from finners*; and 
in order hereto, that he ſhould be wholly 


I ex- 


the Reverend Mr. TIR GET. 23 


Fl " 


e IrO0 the guilt of original fin, 


which had he not been, he would have 
had a debt of bis own, in common with 
all who deſcend from Adam in a natural 
way, to have ſatisfy d for, and would have 


been rank' d among the race of fallen 


men; and like Aaron, he muſt have had 
two ſacrifices to offer, one for himſelf, 
and another for the fins of his people; and 
it would not have been ſaid concerning 
him, thathe was guiltyonlyas bearing our 
guilt, and therefore he would have been 
unfit for this great undertaking. There- 
fore as a neceſſary expedient to prevent 
this inconvenience, his human nature was 


formed in ſuch a way as was not accord- 


ing to the fixed laws of nature, in that he 
was born of a Virgin, which was a mira- 
cle no leſs ſupernatural, than if his hu- 
man nature had been produced as Adam's 


was out of the earth, or, as the firſt mat- 


ter of all things, out of nothing. This 
effectually exempted him, tho' in other 
reſpects the ſeed of Adam, from being in- 
cluded in that covenant which he viola- 
ted, and ſo from coming into the world 
with the guilt of his firſt fin upon him. 
It is not a fimilitude of nature that ren- 
ders a perſon guilty of Adam's ſin ; for if 
God ſhould in a miraculous way produce 
another world of Men, however they 

8 might 
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might be allied to the firſt man in ſome ro- 
if yet they would be produced per- 
fectly innocent as he was at firſt. This 
wonderful circumſtance in the formation 
of Chriſt's human nature, render'd it fit 
for the work deſign d to be per form'd in 
it. But fince we may ſuppoſe it poſſi- 
ble for a human nature perfectly guilt- 
leſs to contract guilt, arifing from the mu- 
tability thereof, of which we had a fad 
inſtance in our firſt parents, it was ne- 
ceſſary that this ſhould be fenc'd againſt 
in what reſpects the human nature of 
Chriſt; and in order thereto, it was ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould have a degree of 
the ſpirit far exceeding that meaſure 
which the beſt of men in this world are 
made partakers of, that ſo he might be 
kept finleſs; that the oblation which he 
| was to make, might not have, during the 
| whole time that he was ordained to "obey 
l and ſuffer, any thing in i that might ren- 
der it ineffectual; and accordingly as he 
is ſaid to have been filled with the Holy 
- Ghoſt from his mother's womb ; ſo he had 
ſufficient ſecurity given him that what- 
ever temptations or difficulties he might 
be expos'd to, there ſhould be a preſent 
and immediate interpoſure of the fame 
1 to preſerve him from the leaſt 


More- 
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Moreover, this human nature, which 
was to be thus provided, and fortified 
againſt every thing that might occafion its 
miſcarriage, was to be united to the di- 
vine, that by this means what was done 
by him therein (as indeed all acts of obe- 
dience were perform'd, and his ſufferings 
endur'd by bim only in the human na- 
ture) might have an infinite dignity and 
value added to it as the reſult of the 
union of the nature that obeyed; and 
ſuffered; therewith ; and therefore that 
this price ſhould be a glorious one, which 
it would be no diſhonour for the juſtice 
of God to accept of, inaſmuch, as here- 
by all the divine perfections ſhould be 
illuſtrated, and in particular, the juſtice 
of God magnified, in that an infinite 
price ſhould be payed, and the law nor 
only fulfilled, but made honourable *; 
Satan conquer'd and deſtroy'd, and a 
way prepared for the poor ſinful crea- 
ture, who was, by reaſon of his iniquity, 
baniſh'd from the preſence of God, to 
have acceſs with boldneſs to the throne of 
2 and a place prepared in heaven for 
1 | 

This leads us briefly to conſider what 
he was to do and ſuffer for us, being 10 


1 Taiah xlii. 21. 
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eloriouſly furniſhed for this undertaking : 
this is ſometimes expreſs'd in ſcripture 
in a figurative way, where the moſt dif- 
ficult part of the work is taken for the 
whole; and ſo juſtification is aſcrib'd to 
his ſhedding his blood, and he is ſaid to 
give his life a ranſom for many *; and elſe- 
where we have an inſtanceof the ſame fi- 
gurative way of ſpeaking, whereby it 1s 
aſcrib'd to his active obedience, for that 
is the ſenſe of the word © which we ren- 
der obedience, when tis ſaid , by the 
obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteous. And the Apoſtle ſeems to in- 
clude them both, or his whole courſe of 
obedience and ſufferings in his life and 
at his death, when he ſpeaks of him , 
as becoming obedient unto death; ſo that 
upon the vhole, we muſt conclude, that 
whatever he did or ſuffered before his 
reſurrection from the dead, are all ingre- 
dients in this righteouſneſs; or if you ap- 
ply this to the neceſſities of man, in whoſe 
room he ſtood, our defect of perfect obe- 
dience to the commanding will of God, 
mult be ſupply'd by his active obedience, 
and the debr of ſufferings which we 
were oblig'd to pay to the. vindictive 
juſtice of God, muſt be ſatisfied for by 


* Rom. v. 9. b Matth. xx, 28. © UTAKON» 
d Rom. v. 19, © Phil, 11, 8, T 
18 
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his ſufferings which he endur'd in his 


human nature, which were as effectual 
to anſwer the end deſigned thereby, con- 
ſidering the dignity of the perſon en- 
during them, as though they had been of 
an eternal duration, or had had thoſe 
circumſtances contain'd in them, which 
would have been the conſequence of our 
enduring the puniſhment due to fin in 
our own perſons, namely deſpair, and a 
real ſeparation from God, which he was 
entirely exempted from. | 
Theſe things Chriſt undertook to do: 
the undertaking was from eternity, the 
accompliſhment thereof in time, which 
was begun immediately upon his incar- 
nation, and finiſhed when he was raiſed 
from the dead, at which time he was a 
conſummate Mediator, and then he went 
and took poſſeſſion of that glory which 
was, according to the eternal covenant, to 
be the reſult hereof. This ih hat we 
reckon the great foundation of our glo- 
rying, as well as of our ſafety and hap- 
ineſs in life and death; namely, what 
Chriſt hath done for us: but then we 
muſt not only conſider what he has done 
as being of infinite value, but alſo as 
placed to our account, otherwiſe it would 
not avail us. Chriſt's obedience and ſuf- 
ferings muſt be imputed to- us; for we 


22 muſt 
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muſt ſuppoſe that there was a debt due 
from us to the juſtice of God, which we 


| ſhould never have been able to pay, and 


therefore muſt have been caſt into hell 
for ever ; Chriſt, as hath been ſhewn, was 
able to do it, but then what he did muſt be 
done in our name, and in our ſtead, and 
therefore he muſt not only perform ſome 
acts of obedience, and endure ſome ſuf- 
ferings, but he muſt do this as our ſure- 
ty, and in our room. Accordingly he 


is ſaid , to be made fin for us who knew 


no fin, that we might be made the righte- 


| ouſneſs of God in him. The Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of a double imputation, to wit, 
of our fins to Chriſt, and of his righte- 
ouſneſs to us. He was made fin for us, 
that is, deſigning . to atone for our guilt, 
it was (as was neceſſary from the na- 
ture of the thing) placed to his account, 


and as the reſult hereof, we are made the 


righteouſneſs of God in him, as his 
righteouſneſs was placed to ours. We 
are not indeed to ſuppoſe that by Chriſt's 
being made fin for us, his holy nature 
was tainted with fin; no, if ſo, his of- 
tering would have been abhor'd by God. 
It is one thing to have ſin infuſed, and 
another thing to have it imputed or 


. v. 2h 


| placed 
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laced to the account of him who was in 


all other reſpects innocent, as well as the 
Lamb of God without ſpot; therefore 
when we ſpeak of our debts being placed 
to his account, we ſuppoſe that when 
he came into the world with our nature 
united to his divine, he came with our 
guilt upon him; that is, he came with 
reſolution to anſwer for the fins that we 
had committed, that ſo the juſtice of 
God might be no loſer; and as the con- 


ſequence thereof, when he had diſ- 


charged the debt which he undertook 
to pay, he was juſtify'd in, or by the Spi- 
rit *, when declared to be the fon of God, 
with power, according to the |, 72 7 5 
lineſs, by the ręſurrection from the dead; 
at which time he was declared tohave ac- 
 compliſhed the work which he came in- 
to the world about. 

Then follows the impuration of his 
righteouſneſs to us, or the placing it to 
our account, that ſo by this means we 
might be diſcharged from guilt and con- 
demnation, by ſomething done for us 
without us. Obſerve, as our ſins were 
placed to Chriſt's account, which was no 
diſhonour to him, becauſe not commit- 


ted, but only the guilt thereof born by 
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him, and that with his own conſent; fo 
his righteouſneſs was not wrought out 
by us, but by him, and imputed to us, 
and upon the account hereof we are ac- 
cepted ; it is this that we muſt plead, 
when ſtanding at the tribunal of God; 
and 'tis what the Apoſtle means, when he 
ſays, let me be found, having on Chriſt's 


righteouſneſs. 


V. This righteouſneſs cannot afford us 
any comfort, or peace, unleſs it be ap- 
prehended, received, or applied by faith. 
We have hitherto confider'd the Perſon 
of the Redeemer, and by what it was 
that he wrought our redemption, or the 
price he paid to the juſtice of God, and 
how this was placed to our account, inaſ- 
much as God deals with us, as though 
we had paid the debt in our own perſons ; 
or he juſtifies us for the ſake of the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, as truly as though it 
had been wrought out by us, though the 
glory of all is due to him who wrought 
it out:: But what is this to us, with re- 
ſpect to our peace, unleſs we believe ? 
Which leads us to confider how juſtifica- 
tion is ſaid to be by faith, or what the 
Apoſtle means by the righteouſneſs which 
7s of God by faith. Here is a righteouſneſs 
which is ſaid to be of God, that is, not 

| only 
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only originally from God the Father, as 
he called the Mediator to this work, and 
afterwards declared himſelf well pleaſed 
with him in the performance thereof; 
but *tis the righteouſneſs of a divine 
Perſon as wrought out by the Son, who 
is true and proper God, in his human na- 
ture: this is what the Apoſtle calls 2 he 
righteouſneſs of God, as he elſewhere *ſtiles 
the blood, with which he redeemed 
his church, the blood f, God; there be- 
ing, in this inſtance, what divines. gene- 
rally call a Communication of Properties, 
whereby what was done by him, in one 
nature, is attributed to him, who is de- 
ſcribed as having another nature; ſo 
that as he, who is man, paid an infinite 
price ; the ſame Perſon, who is alſo God, 

rformed thoſe ſervices, and endured 
thoſe ſufferings, which are attributed to 
him in his human nature. Such a righ- 
teouſneſs as this is the matter of our 
juſtification ; but then we muſt conſider 
the work of faith, with relation there- 
unto; 'tis that grace which applies, de- 
pends on, and pleads this righteouſneſs. 

We ſee, in our ſelves, nothing but what 
is unworthy of the divine acceptance, 
and much more unworthy of the bleſ- 
ſings which we ſtand in need of ; there 


As xx. 28, 
Are 
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are abundance of defects attending our 
holy duties, ſo that when we are in the 
beſt frame of Spirit, we commit ſome 
fins that need forgiveneſs ;- therefore 
faith takes a view of Chriſt, as the 
Lord our righteouſneſs, and conſiders 
him as having procured every thing for 
us that may tend to ſecure our compleat 
bleſſedneſs; hereupon the believer, be- 
ing emptied of all ſelf- confidence, bur- 
den'd with guilt, and affected with a 
ſenſe of his many violations of the holy 
law of God, together with his utter in- 
ability to repair the injuries done to 
his juſtice, by any thing that he can ei- 
ther do or ſuffer; and dreading the 
thoughts of falling into the hand of an 
abſolute God, who is a conſuming fire, 
flies to Chriſt as a refuge, and lays hold 
upon the hope ſet before him, in r goſ- 
pel, defiring to be dealt with by God, 
not according to what he has deſerved at 
his hand, but according to what Chriſt 
has done, ſuffered, and merited for him; 
which is as though he ſhould fay, Lord, 
though I am not able to ſatisfy thy ju- 
ſtice, yet Chriſt has done it ; though I 
offend daily, and thereby render my 
ſelf more guilty before thee ; yer this 1s 
my only encouragement, that he has ſa- 


4 Heb. vi. 18. E | 
| tisfied 
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tisfied for this debt, and thereby pro- 
cured a diſcharge from guilt, and con- 
demnation, for all thoſe for whom this 
payment was made, therefore may I be. 
dealt with as one. who. has ant intereſt 
therein. I offend daily, but he has 
brought glory to thy law, and ſecured the 
honour of all thy divine perfections, ſo 
that thou may'ſt now appear to be juſt, 
and yet the juſtifier of him which belie- 
veth in TFeſus* I now appeal, from 
mine own guilt and imperfections, to that 
perfect righteouſneſs which he has wrought 
out; let me be accepted upon his ac- 
count. Here, ſays the ſoul by faith, I 
reſt, determining to look no where elſe 

for this neceſſary and invaluable pri vi- 
lege; let me, both living and dying, 
be found in Chriſt. This is what we 
call the apprehending, pleading, and ap- 
plying Chriſt's righteouſneſs by aich, 
as having a more immediate regard to 
his payment of the debt of ſuffering 
that was due from us, as a ground of 
hope, that we ſhall be exempted from 
ſuffering the puniſhment which our fins 
had deſerved. | 11110 
But inaſmuch as we are ſenſible of our 


defects of obedience, or fins of omiſſion, 


2 Rom. iii, 26, 
E where- 
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whereby a great degree of guilt is 
contracted, we farther proceed, by faith, 
to plead that Chriſt has performed a- 
&ive obedience for us. I own my elf, 
ſays the foul, under a neceſſary obliga- 
tion, to yield obedience to God; and, 
when I conſider the holineſs of his 


law, which cannot diſpenſe with the 


leaſt fin, as well as his ſovereignty and 
right to be obey'd by his creatures, 
which he cannot relinquiſh, and fo 
conclude my ſelf, as a creature, bound to 
perform perfect obedience, and that nothing 
ſhort of this can be accepted as a ju- 
ſtifying righteouſneſs; and yet that I 
am utterly unable to perform it, this 
would fink me into deſpair, did I not 
apprehend and fix mine eye on Chriſt's 


| finlefs obedience, as. what I hope and 


truſt God has accepted inſtead thereof: 
thus faith applies, and pleads what Chriſt 
has done for us. 

But this is not to be conſider'd as 
what gives us a diſcharge from our 
obligation to obey; ſo that while faith 
pleads Chriſt's fulfilling the law, as the 
foundation of our being deliver'd from 


its curſe, and condemning ſentence, 


there is not the leaſt ground to ſup- 
poſe our ſelves exempted from an obli- 
gation to yield obedience to it, but 

| I rather 
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rather that we are under an additional 
engagement thereunto; it does not plead 

Chriſt's having obey'd for us, to give 
countenance to any defect of obedience 
in us, but as the foundation of our 
hope, that the juſtice of God will not 
charge it upon us, ſo as to puniſh us 
for it. This plea, which faith makes, 
is neceſſary, in order to the eſtabliſhing 
our claim to, and intereſt in, Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs; ſo that, upon the whole, 
though we are not juſtified for our 
faith, yet we are juſtified in a way of 
believing, and accordingly are enabled 
firſt to apply Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and 
then the comfortable fruits and effects 
thereof, and ſo to conclude that we 
are diſcharged from guilt, by what he 
has done for us. Ir is the application 
of a benefit procured by another, that 
will turn to our account in this inſtance, 
in which we are not able to procure it 
our ſelves, and no other could do it for 
us but Chriſt; ſo that we have no 
rome to ſay that we are intereſted in 
im, unleſs we have a right, by faith, 
to conclude, that he hath loved us, and 
given himſelf for us, the contrary ta - 
which would be the higheſt prefumnp- 
tion : now faith is that grace that gives 
us a warrant to conclude that Chriſt's 
E 2 rigate= 


36 A Sermon on the Death of 


righteouſneſs is ours, and that what he 
has done, is placed to our account, 
which is a foundation for our rejoicing in 


him. 
VI. When Chriſt's righteouſneſs is 
, thus apprehended by us, we may com- 
fortably conclude, that we ſhall be 
found in him, or found of him, in peace. 
This is the ſoul's great expedient for the 
ohtaining peace; it is this alone that 
can quiet conſcience, and give the great- 
eſt ſecurity againſt all the charges that 
are brought in againſt us, either by the 
law of God, which we have daily vio- 
lated, or his juſtice, which we have 
offended, and cannot give ſatisfaction to; 
it is this alone that can afford us joy 
and comfort, when other things ſeem 
to adminiſter trouble to us. It is Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, applied by faith, that lays 
a foundation for our glorying in him; 
for when we can make this application 
to our ſelves, then we may ſay our 
debt is cancel'd; that which was the 
ground of controverſy between God and 
our ſouls, is removed, and our perſons 
accepted; ſo that we may behold the 
face of God, the judge of all, with 
comfort, and encourage our ſelves to 
hope, that, when he appears, we ſhall 
Fr 0 - 6 - appear 
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appear with him in glory; for who ſhall 
lay any thing to our charge, ſo as to 
bring us into a condemned ſtate, if 
we can ſay it is God that juſtifies us? 
It is this that will give us comfort, and 
joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, in 
the midſt of all the troubles of life, or 
when we are called hence by death ; 
which is what the Apoſtle intends, by 
being found in Chriſt, 


This leads us to make ſome practi- 
cal application of what has been laid 
down under the foregoing heads. 

1. This reproves thoſe who are un- 
concerned about eternity, and the mat- 
ters of another world, as though they 
were always to continue here, and were 
not accountable to God, or under the 
divine inſpection ; as though the day 
of God's patience were not to be im- 
* or becauſe the judge delays 

is coming, they might conclude he 
will never come: and do not the greateſt 

art of mankind live thus without God 
in the world? Do they not caſt off 
fear, regardleſs of that ſolemn and aw- 
ful day, which ſhould fill us with the 
higheſt concern of Spirit, and which we 
ſhould always deſire to be in readineſs 


for? 
* 2. Though 
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2. Though | believers are habitually 
prepared for Chriſt's ſecond coming, yer 
they ſhould endeavour after an actual 
meetneſs for it; and ought always fo 
to walk, as that they may not be a- 
fraid to receive the ſummons, though it 
may be given on a ſudden; and, though 
we ſhould be called hence in our full 
ſtrength ; though the meſſenger ſhould 
be ſent when we vainly promiſe our 
ſelves a long and undiſturbed poſſeſſion 
of the enjoyments of this preſent life, 
ought we not always ſo to a&, as thoſe 
who know that we are walking on the 
brink of the grave? Should not this 
fill us with an holy zeal for the glory 
of God, and be an inducement to us to 
give a check to our ſelves when we walk 
unbecoming the goſpel, when we are care- 
leſs and ſupine, when we regard not 
the tokens, or warnings of God, that 
he gives us, or when we behave our 
ſelves in a formal and hypocritical man- 
ner? When corrupt nature breaks forth 
in various inſtances, ſhould we, not ſay 
within our ſelves, do we ſo walk. as we 
defire to be found? Are we flothful in 
God's work? and would we be found 
ſo? Happy is that man who lives in 
ſuch a way, in which he may ſafely de- 
fire to be found by Chriſt at laſt, 


3. Let 
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3. Let us duly improve the doctrine of 

juſtification by Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as 

that which has a tendency to promote 
holineſs of life, at the ſame time that it | 
directs us in the way of peace; when the | 
Apoſtle had been conſidering how grace | 
reigus through ri ieee unto life eter- 
nal, and putting the church in mindhow 
they were not under the lau, that is, not 
under the condemning ſentence thereof, 
he exhorts them from hence to yield them 
ſelves to God. And when he had been 
putting them in mind of their privilege 
as delivered from condemnation, - which 
is contain'd in this general propofition 5 
there is no condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Feſus* ; a great part of what 
follows is a practical improvement of 
this doctrine; tending to preſs them to, 
and direct them how they ſhould walk, not 
after the fleſh, but aſter the ſpirit. And 
this is the improvement he makes of this 
doctrine in ſeveral Verſes following our 
text, and propoſes himſelf as an enfample 
to others, not only as defiring an intereſt 

in Chriſt's righteouſneſs, but as reachin 
forth to thoſe things which are before, pow. 
ing towards the mark, for the prize of the 


high calling of God in Cbriſt Feſus, exerts 
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ing himſelf with all his might in the 
rogreſſive work of ſanctification: and 
be calls thoſe who walk otherwiſe, whoſe 
God is their belly, and whoſe glory is in 
' their ſhame, who mind earthly things no 
other than enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, 
and therefore concludes them far from 

being in a juſtify'd ſtate, | 
Moreover, holineſs is what this doctrine 
lays us under the higheſt obligations to; 
where much is forgiven it will lead us to 
love much ; and to expreſs a ſenſe of 
gratitude by univerſal obedience. Faith, 
if I may ſo expreſs it, has two hands, 
with one it lays hold on Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs for juſtification, with the other 
it takes hold on his ſtrength or promiſed 
aſſiſtance, to diſcharge the duties we are 
called to perform, and to exerciſe our 
ſelves in keeping conſciences void of of- 
fence both towards God and man. 
4. If we have a comfortable ground 
of hope that we ſhall be found of Chriſt 
ina juſtified ſtate, let this be improved as 
a motive to the greateſt thankfulneſs to 
him who loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood *, let us endeavour to 
be found bleſſing and praiſing him for this 
ineſtimable privilege: this is to begin 


Rev. i. 5. 


che 
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the work of heaven while here upon 
And as an enducement hereunto, let 
us conſider what a deplorable ſtate we are 
delivered from, and what privileges we 
have a right to, ſince he who ſpared not his 
dnn Son, but delivered him up for us all, will, 
we hope and truſt, as having his warrant 
for it *, with him freely give us all things. 
We have much in poſſeſſion but more in 
reverſion; and ,therefore, our hearts 
| ſhould be inlarged in his praiſes, by whoſe 
grace we are what we are, and who will 
perfect what concerns us, as he gives us 
ground to conclude, in that golden chain 
of ſalvation , whom he did predeſtinate, 
them he alſo called; and whom he called, 
them he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified; 


And this leads me to ſpeak ſome- 
thing more eſpecially to the preſent oc- 
caſion. 

Having obſerved, that miniſters ought 
fo to behave themſelves in the diſ- 
charge of their miniſterial work, that 
when Chriſt calls them hence, they 
may be prepared to obey the ſummons, 
as being found in him; I cannot but 


® Rom, viii, 32. b Rom, viii. 30, 
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take occaſion to ſpeak ſomething con- 
cerning your dear and beloved Paſtor, 
whom I always Eſteemed and valued, and 
with whom I have had a particular in- 
timacy ever ſince he firſt enter'd on the 


work of the miniſtry, which is (I think) 


about thirty years ſince, after he had 
purſued thoſe preparatory ſtudies, which 
were neceſſary thereunto *. And, ſo far as 
I had an opportunity to obſerve it, he 


never ſettled in any place, but, through 


the evenneſs of his temper, and the in- 
offenſiveneſs of his behaviour, he gain'd 
reſpect, even from thoſe who were in a 
different way of thinking from himſelf; 
and this being attended with many other 
endowments, which render'd him well 
qualified for uſefulneſs, and a great bleſ- 
ſing from God attending his labours, gave 
him a very great intereſt in the affections 
of thoſe who ſat under his miniſtry, or 
were more immediately under his paſto- 
ral care. 

He has, ever ſince he was employ'd in 
publick ſervice, appear'd to have had a 
great zeal to do good to ſouls. His me- 
thod of preaching was formerly, as well 
as of late, ſuch as gave his hearers the 


2 This he did, under the direction of the learned and 


excellent Mr. Thomas Goodwin, at Pinner in Middleſex, 


great- 
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greateſt reaſon to conclude, that his heart 
was in his work, and that it was not a 
light matter to him whether he did good 
in the courſe of his miniſtry or no. Vou 
are all witneſſes what a flow of affection 
he had, with what earneſtneſs he ſpake 
of divine matters, and how he always 
choſe to inſiſt on the moſt uſeful and 
important ſubjects, his great deſign be- 
ing to advance the Mediator's glory. The 
doctrine of juſtification by Chriſt's im- 
puted righteouſneſs, was what he infiſt- 
ed much upon, as knowing that here- 
by a perſon may be enabled to live ſafe- 
ly, and die comfortably; and this he 
had very much on his heart in his laſt 
ſickneſs, and, ſo far as he was maſter 
of his own thoughts, he diſcovered his 
defire of adhering to this doctrine to the 
end. It was the practical experience 
hereof, that occaſion'd him to ſay, when 
he apprehended himſelf to be ſtruck 
with death, that his. Maſter was now 
about to call him from his work; which 
he expreſt with the greateſt compoſure 
and reſignation to the divine will: I 
have therefore choſen to inſiſt on this 
ſubject, as what I thought ſuitable to the 
reſent occaſion. CAST, 

It has pleaſed God, who is the ſove- 
reign diſpoſer of our lives and uſefulneſs, 
F:2 to 
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to continue him but a little time among 
you; where-ever providence has caſt his 
lot, he has been very uſeful, and had 
ſeveral ſeals to his miniſtry ; and I truſt, 
that many of you who have rejoyced 
therein for a little ſeaſon, have reaſon 
to bleſs God for it, as being the epiſtles 
of the Holy Ghoſt ſeen and read of all 
men. He has been very defirous upon 
all occaſions to preach the goſpel, where- 
ever any ſerious chriſtians were diſpoſed 
to attend on it; he labour'd beyond mea- 
ſure, beyond his ſtrength, and I am apt 
to think that his conſtitution was broke 
by that means, before he came among 
you: it was indeed a little repaired by 
means uſed to preſerve health, but far 
from being a ſtrong conſtitution, which 
had been weaken'd in the beſt employ- 
ment, by ſerving his dear Redeemer ; 
and if any thing will warrant ſuch an 
expence of health and ſtrength, ſo great 
a work as this, which is more than an 
equivalent for it, will do it. Tis ama- 
Zing to conſider what double, yea, I may 
ſay, triple ſervice he went through every 
Lord's day, beſides his labours on other 
days, which were very frequent. He 
only waited for an opportunity, there 
was no occaſion to preſs him to the 
work he was by his office call'd to, 22 

| as 
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has for ſeveral years paſt not only em- 
brac'd, but rejoyc'd in any opportunity 
to preach the goſpel occaſionally in 
thoſe places which were deſtitute thereof. 
Since he came to this great city, there 
being a call to do ſervice in promoting 
the good of the rifing generation, a 
work which I cannot but mention with 
the higheſt eſteem, he chearfully em- 
braced it, his heart was very much in it, 
and it was attended with vifible ſuc- 
ceſs ; whether it was not too much for 
his conſtitution I cannot tell, bur if it 
was, he never own'd it, and therein 
ſeem'd not to count his ſtrength, yea his 
very life dear to him, ſo that he mighr 
finiſh his courſe with joy, and the mi- 
niſtry which he had received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace 
of God. I believe you are all Witneſſes, 
that whenever he came to miniſter unto 
you, it was a great pleaſure to him to be 
found engaged in his Lord's work; ſo that 
the great diſpoſer of all things firſt ena- 
bled him to fulfil his Miniſtry, and then 
gave him a diſcharge from that ſervice. 
He labour'd more abundantly than mot ; 
but the doctrine which we have been 
inſiſting on, led him ſo far to ſer aſide all þ 
his uſetulneſs, as not to put it in com- 
petition with Chriſt's righteouſnels ; 

3 which, 
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which, as it is the foundation of the' 
acceptance of our ſervices, it is the only 
way in which we are to hope for that 
reward of Grace which they ſhall have 
who have obtain'd mercy from God to be 
faithful. | | 
As to what concerns thoſe who are in 
a private capacity, let ſuch endeavour 
to promote Chriſt's intereſt to the ut- 
moſt ; every one is not called to ſerve 
him in the work of the miniſtry, but 
the work of a chriſtian is ſuch as calls for 
zeal and faithfulneſs: none of us ought 
to live to our ſelves, but to. him whoſe 
we are, and whom it is not only our duty 
but our glory to ſerve ; believers are his 
by a double tenure, namely, by conqueſt 
as well as purchaſe, and each of theſe en- 
gages to the greateſt induſtry and activity 
in his ſervice; our converſation ought 
to be agreeable to the means of grace we 
are favoured with, as well as the large 
expectation we have of glory, honour, 
immortality, and eternal life, at Chriſt's 
ſecond coming ; and when we have done 
all, let us count our ſelves unprofitable 
ſervants, who have received much from 
Chriſt, but cannot in any degree make 
him amends ; and therefore, ſhould en- 
deavour to walk humbly with him, as 
well as defire to be found in him. 
One 
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One word or two to you who are more 
immediately concern'd to improve this 
providence, With reſpect to the afflict- 
ed family which our dear friend and bro- 
ther hath left behind him, may God fix 
the inſtructions which he has given them 
upon their hearts, ſo that they may be 
followers of him as he was of Chriſt. 
May all his prayers and the' tears he has 
ſhed upon their account, be remembred 
by them. His concern for the good of 
their ſouls was very remarkable, and 
when he perceiv'd any footſteps of the 
race of God in any of them, he was 
alled with a rapture of joy, which ought 
to make a laſting impreſſion on them; and 
may the great God enable them to im- 
prove this providence to his glory, and 
their ſpiritual advantage ; and may he. 
diſcover himſelf to be a father to the 
fatherleſs, and a husband to the widow, 
from his holy habitation. : 

As to you of this church, though you 
have enjoy'd his miniſtry but a little 
while, it is your duty and intereſt, to 
adorn the goſpel of God our Saviour, 
which he has preached, by a holy con- 
verſation. You had indeed a very good 
proſpect of being built up under his mi- 


niſtry, but God who gives no account =» 
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his matters to any one, has-order'd it © 
therwiſe; but conſidet that the refidug 
of the Spirit is with him. Brethren, mx 
heart's debre and prayer for yo is, ' hte 
the God of the bi 


he ſpirits of all fleſh, m 
find out a man that may go out and in. 5 
before you, that you may hot long res 
main as ſheep having noſhepherd; and 
 whomſoever you may be directed by pro- 
vidence to make choice of, that he may 
come unto you in the fulneſs of the bleſſing 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, and that in the 
mean time your hearts may be knit toge- 
ther in love: and may you flourith and be 
inexreaſed with all the increaſes of God, 
that ſo this fore rebuke of providence . 
may be abundantly made up in your ens 
- Joying his ſpecial preſence, who can cauſg _ 
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all grace to abound in you. 
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